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of Oregon. The sentence commencing in the middle of line 9 be changed to read:  The agricultural
engineering technology was reviewed and discontinued. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   1

Approved replacement of W-134 with WRCC-78 and W-151 with WRCC-79, pending receipt and
approval of petitions. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   7

Approved appointment of McHugh to serve as Western representative on the ESCOP Planning Group and
thus on NARC, WARC and WRC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   7

Approved amendment of the By-Laws to accommodate the Community College of Northern Mariana
Islands as a member of the Western Association of Agricultural Experiment 
Stations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   7

Approved adjournment of the meeting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   8
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WESTERN ASSOCIATION OF AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION DIRECTORS
Hyatt Regency Hotel, Kansas City, MO

Sunday, November 10, 1990

MINUTES

ATTENDANCE:

ALASKA James V. Drew
ARIZONA C. Colin Kaltenbach
CALIFORNIA David E. Schlegel
COLORADO Helen F. McHugh

Merle Niehaus
Glenn Schmidt

GUAM Chin T. Lee
HAWAII Ned Kefford
IDAHO Gary A. Lee       

Richard Heimsch
MONTANA Max L. Amberson

Donald Mathre
NEW MEXICO Gary Cunningham

Dinus M. Briggs

OREGON Thayne R. Dutson
V. Van Volk

UTAH H. Paul Rasmussen
WASHINGTON

James J. Zuiches
WYOMING Al Gale

Robert D. Heil
ARS William H. Tallent
CSRS William D. Carlson
DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE (DAL) L. L. Boyd
NASULGC Terry L. Nipp

1.0 Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Chair D. E. Schlegel.

2.0 Introductions

The attendees introduced themselves, including Max Amberson, Acting Director and Don Mathre,
Acting Associate Director, Montana State University, who were attending for the first time.

3.0 Adoption of Agenda

The motion was made and seconded to adopt the agenda.  MOTION CARRIED.  The agenda
is included as Appendix A, p. 9.

4.0 Approval of Minutes of June 26-29, 1990 Meeting

The motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes of the June 26 - 29, 1990 meeting
with a correction on Page 15, under the heading of Oregon. The sentence commencing in the
middle of line 9 be changed to read:  The agricultural engineering technology was reviewed and
discontinued.  MOTION CARRIED.

5.0 Interim Actions of Chair

A. Recent Actions:

Dr. L. L. Boyd has been appointed to serve one year on Committee of Nine.

B. Other Appointments:

1. ESCOP Budget Group -- Since this group will be chaired by Colin Kaltenbach (AZ),
the Western region will be represented by Al Gale (WY).

2. Special Initiatives --  Gary Cunningham (NM).

3. Plant Germplasm -- Merle Niehaus (CO) agreed to continue serving.
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6.0 Treasurer's Report

The Treasurer's Report, which included five statements of account, was presented by Don Mathre
and is included as Appendix B, pp. 10-14.

The five statements are titled:

Western Directors' at Large Account, FY 1990

Western Directors' at Large Account, FY 1991

Western Directors' Special Account, FY 1990

Western Directors' Special Account, FY 1991

Russian Wheat Aphid Account, Assessments and Income

There being no questions, it was moved and seconded to accept the Treasurer's report as
presented.  MOTION PASSED.

7.0 CSRS Report

The CSRS Report was presented by Carlson on behalf of John Patrick Jordan and is included
as Appendix C, pp. 15-20.

Carlson elaborated on the workshops conducted relating to NRI initiatives;  he spoke to the
omission of animal health from FY 91 appropriations;  and, urged early submission of Special
Research Grants. 

A concern was expressed about Item 11 of the report regarding Regional Research, in which
Administrator Jordan's report seemed to imply that regional research projects had to conform to
national priorities.  Neither the enabling legislation, nor the debate that surrounded that legislation
supports such interpretation.

Some suggestions were offered related to the John A. Naegele position, which will be vacated
early in 1991.

8.0 ARS Report

The ARS Report was presented by Tallent.

A. A statement dated October 4, 1990, in response to the Board of Agriculture's report on
National Plant Germplasm System, was distributed (Appendix D, pp. 21-23).

B. Redirections are occurring at regional research centers, stemming in part from decisions
internal to ARS and in part from congressional directives.  As a result of a major adjustment
in response to the Glenn Amendment in the FY 1990 budget, $10.5 million at Russell
Research Center in Atlanta will go towards research in industrial uses.  An earlier version
of the Farm Bill had 20% of research for commercialization; that provision was eventually
dropped.  A new research center was authorized in l990 Farm Bill for industrial use
research. 

Four regional centers have been in operation for 50 years as of 1990.  A symposium will
be held in conjunction with AAAS on February 17, 1991.  Dean Plowman will make major
awards at the luncheon during the symposium.   
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ARS is trying to respond to the budget situation at research centers.  Budget increases have
been largely targeted; a number of centers have had no budget increases, some have almost
no operating funds.  ARS freed up $8 million last year which included a RIF of 25 FTE
Programs must be adjusted.

C. Special efforts have been made for cooperation between ESCOP and ARS. This year
Kreuger & Plowman have made special efforts in the area of ground water.  Food safety
was identified as the next topic area for special cooperation.  Daryl Lund (Rutgers) and Bill
Tallent are working on this.  For the FY 93 ESCOP Budget, it was reported that Paul
Rasmussen (UT) has been assigned to develop a coordinated statement related to food
safety.

D. A list of ARS award winners was distributed (Appendix E, pp. 24-26).  A category for
early career scientists has been added.

 
E. A paper titled "Farm Bill Highlights" was distributed (Appendix F, pp. 27-32).

 
9.0 DAL Report

The DAL Report was presented by Boyd and is included as Appendix G, pp. 33-35. 

Questions were presented on activities related to energy developments, agriculture biomass, and
alternative fuels.  Boyd believes that non-food uses of agricultural commodities is something we
need to push.  Lee indicated that the Department of Energy wants to take the lead in continuing
research on the use of alcohol as fuel.  Heil expressed concern about the impact of biomass
conversion on our natural resource base, especially soil conservation and water quality.

10.0 Reports by Representatives to:

10.1 ESCOP

The ESCOP report was presented by Schlegel.  It was decided to continue appointment
of Terry Nipp re: Water Quality. (Probably last year of contract re: Water).  Drew
presented questions regarding the Division of Agriculture staffing, which evidently, now is
a study of NASULGC structure.  It was reported that structure will be on the agenda of
ESCOP's meeting on Monday.

10.2 ESCOP Research Planning Group

The ESCOP Research Planning Group Report was presented by Dutson.  Only minor
adjustments are anticipated in the major planning document.  Neville Clarke is putting
together a group to add more detail to the science section.

10.3 ESCOP Special Initiatives Subcommittee

Lee reported that the Oakland, CA meeting was excellent, and the Western Region was
well represented by the attendance of Muntifering (MT), Koong (OR), Schlegel (CA-S),
Boyd (DAL), and Lee (ID).  They discussed the non-food uses of agricultural products.
A discussion about the Spring Meeting was held, with suggestions of Tucson or Seattle.
Kaltenbach stated that some people think Tucson's Biosphere is more theater than science.

Nipp thinks the next environmental legislation will be reauthorization of Clean Water Act.

Zuiches mentioned the Endangered Species Act, which is due for reauthorization, as having
implications for the agricultural community.
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10.4 ESCOP Leadership Development Subcommittee

An overview of the program was presented by Dutson.  Materials have been distributed to
each AES Director.  Applications are due January 31, 1991.  The program has three
phases.  This is an opportunity to develop understanding about SAESs among potential
future leaders.

A question was asked about the possibility of any future programs to be held, or is this a
one-time deal?  Most expected it to be held annually.

10.5 FY 1992  ESCOP Budget Group

The FY 1992 ESCOP Budget Group report was presented by McHugh.

The FY 1992 Budget Group of ESCOP met early in the day.  The first part of the meeting
was in conjunction with the FY 1993 Budget Group.  Wadsworth, Chair of the FY 1992
ESCOP Budget Subcommittee, was a special guest.

A review was made of the FY 1991 appropriations.  The National Research Initiative (NRI)
received a net increase of approximately $25 million.  No programs were eroded by the
NRI appropriation.  The Initiative was felt to have suffered from the Middle East crisis
having erupted prior to Senate markup.  The group, which had recommended $300 million
for NRI for FY 1992, felt that figure should be adjusted downward, probably $200 to $250
million.

The animal health appropriation, which in previous budgets had been a separate line but
earlier had been melded into the NRI proposal, was omitted from the FY 1991
appropriations.  This is of considerable concern since a second year of omission could risk
its being lost.  An agreement was offered for including it in FY 1992 as a separate line.

The limitation on indirect costs was discussed without a clear strategy identified for
approaching.  A major eduction effort was deemed essential.  It was noted that
Congressman Whitten listens to members of his committee.  The consensus was that the
NRI and the matter of indirect costs be addressed as separate issues.

Some miscellaneous points mentioned included:  (a) animal germplasm is seen as an
emerging issue, (b)  ICOP has an item of $8+ million for research to include germplasm,
biocontrol and environmental interrelationship, (c) the 1990 Farm Bill contains a number of
inconsistencies and will require a lot of "clean-up", and (d) the Iraqi invasion may provide
an opening to highlight research related to alternative energy.

The group received a presentation by Roger Wyse (Rutgers) related to the urgency of
clearances for and reregistration of minor-use pesticides.  This has implications for the work
being done in IR-4.  While a question was raised about the timing of the presentation, the
majority of the Group felt that the needs of IR-4 must be recognized.

Evidently, a major effort is in the offing with respect to forestry research, perhaps a target
of $100+ million.

The chairman of the FY 1992 Group shared a number of ideas for working toward
implementation of the Group's recommendations.  He has used both professional
organizations and commodity groups as a network who will contact members of Congress.
He has devised a technique for getting a Congressman to write others in Congress.
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10.6 FY 1993  ESCOP Budget Group

The FY 1993 ESCOP Budget Group Report was presented by Rasmussen who reported
the group was working with moving targets.  Speculation centered around the NRI being
recommended at $300 million level; and a specific category for animal health.

Facilities allocations need some control.  Perhaps a competitive grants mode ($20 million).
Presentations by CSRS at the group's October meeting include proposals totaling > $300
million.

10.7 ESCOP Electronic Communications Subcommittee

Boyd distributed a report included as Appendix H, pp. 36-43.

Use of DIALCOM will probably be phased out by September, 1991.  CSRS appears
interested in the Internet capability.  Some scientists are already accessing the super
computer, thus, NSF set up the network.

10.8 Committee of Nine

No report was presented.  

11.0 Water Quality Funding

Reports were presented by Nipp and Volk.  A two-page summary of the 1991 Budget was
distributed and appears as Appendix I, p. 44-45.

There has been some success in minimizing "earmarking" or "pork barrel" type appropriations.
Some concern was expressed about a "leaked" memo and what it may mean for future
appropriations.  Terry Nipp stated that Congress is sensitive to slowness in awarding the research
funds appropriated.  Results take time but progress reports would be helpful.  GAO criticized
USDA regarding water quality program administration.

Volk made an announcement that $8 million has been appropriated for the water quality initiative,
$7,584,000 to be distributed regionally: $2 million "off top"; $1.2 million to each region.  RFP for
Water Quality Special research grants should be on desk early next week.  On Tuesday,
November 13, 1990, copies will be direct mailed to many departments.  RFP from the NRI will
have both fundamental type and mission-oriented research.  There is a 14 percent lid on Indirect
Costs.

12.0 Pest Management Activities

Schlegel reported that the Western IPM request for proposals would be released very soon.  The
proposals will be open to biological control projects, as in the past.  Biocontrol believes it is not
getting its fair share of IPM money.  The West is carrying $100,000, strictly for biological control
grants.  

13.0 Future Meetings

13.1 Spring Meeting

Kaltenbach reported that the WDA Spring Meeting would be held in Tucson, AZ - April
2-5, 1991, at the Hacienda de Sol.  The schedule is as follows:
Tuesday, April 2 - RIC (all day)
Tuesday, April 2 - Executive Committee (evening)
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Wednesday and Thursday, April 3-4 - WDA
Friday, April 5 - Maricopa Center tour (optional)

13.2 Summer Joint Meetings 

Cunningham reported that the Joint Summer Meetings would be held in Santa Fe, NM -
July 21-26, 1991 at La Fonda, with perhaps some needing accommodations at The Inn at
Loretto. 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday, July 19-21 - tours
Sunday night, July 21 - Opening Reception
   (later in week CID meets - will have to have joint meetings earlier)

14.0 Other Business

14.1 RIC Report

Boyd reported that W-134 and W-151 proposals were rejected by Committee of Nine.
Both groups request that WRCCs be established.  The motion was made and seconded to
replace W-134 with WRCC-78 and W-151 with WRCC-79, pending receipt and
approval of petitions.  MOTION CARRIED.

14.2 Representation on NARC, WARC, WRC, RIC and ESCOP

The motion was made and seconded to appoint McHugh to serve as Western
representative on the ESCOP Planning Group and thus on NARC, WARC and WRC.
MOTION CARRIED.  

Pardini will serve on the Research Implementation Committee (RIC).

14.3 Amendment of By-Laws

The motion was made and seconded to approve amendment of the By-Laws to
accommodate the Community College of Northern Mariana Islands as a member of the
Western Association of Agricultural Experiment Stations.  MOTION CARRIED.  

14.4 State Reports

It was reported that Garth Sasser (ID) was appointed for part-time AES.  Max Amberson
announced a Presidential search at Montana State.

15.0 Resolutions

It was noted that resolutions had been presented and adopted for Dennis Oldenstadt, and Jim
Welsh at the June, 1990 meetings.

16.0 Changing of the Guard

Schlegel expressed his appreciation to Boyd for his extraordinary support to the WAAESD
Chairman.

The gavel was passed to Lee.

17.0 Adjournment
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The motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting.  MOTION CARRIED. 












































































