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Dr. Chris A. Pritsos received his A.B. degree in Biology
from Occidental College and his Ph.D. in Biochemistry
from the University of Nevada, Reno (UNR) in 1982. He
subsequently accepted a postdoctoral fellowship at
Yale University Comprehensive Cancer Center in the
Department of Pharmacology where he studied the
mechanism of action of anticancer drugs. In December
of 1985 he returned to the UNR to join the faculty.

His research career while varied, focused on the role of
oxidative stress and antioxidant defenses in health and
disease. While initially focused on cancer
chemotherapeutic agents and their mechanisms of
action, he subsequently conducted research on the
health effects of exposure to secondhand smoke (SHS).
He led a phase 3 clinical trial on SHS exposure effects
and antioxidant protection of casino workers in Nevada.
During his 3 years as chair of a statewide coalition, they
developed and passed a ballot initiative to ban smoking
in public places in Nevada. He later became more
engaged in environmental toxicology questions
regarding the impact of environmental exposures to
wildlife, including agrochemicals, mining tailings and oil
spills. As part of these studies, he developed a model to
study the effects of exposure to environmental
contaminants on avian migration. This model was
adopted by USGS in their assessment of damage to
avian species exposed in the deepwater horizon oil spill
and his laboratory played a key role in the assessment
of that damage.

After 14 years as chair of Nutrition and then Agriculture,
Nutrition and Veterinary Sciences at UNR he was
appointed as Director of the Nevada Agricultural
Experiment Station and Assoc. Dean of Research for the
College in 2015. He has served on the
WAAESD/aglnnovation West Executive Board for many
years including 2 years as Chair (2018-2020). In 2020,
he was elected to the ESCOP/agInnovation Executive
Board and began a 3-year rotation as Vice-Chair, Chair
and Past Chair. As Chair, major initiatives included
rebranding ESCOP to aglnnovation to better reflect the
organization and the establishment of the aglnnovation
501 (c) 3 to streamline the organizations financial
operations. He currently serves as Founding President of
the aglnnovation 501 (c) 3.
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