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Dr. John William Norris, Assistant Professor in the
Department of Agricultural and Extension Education
at New Mexico State University, has established a
highly productive and impactful research agenda
despite holding only a 25% research appointment.
His scholarship focuses on improving youth
development through school-based agricultural
education (SBAE), strengthening post-secondary
student success, advancing agricultural literacy,
and supporting food safety and security. A major
emphasis of his work examines the impact of
adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) on students
in agricultural education, including teacher
preparedness, student support, educator burnout,
and secondary traumatic stress. His research has
generated practical implications for professional
development and teacher retention while
addressing critical educational and public health
challenges in New Mexico and beyond. Dr. Norris
has also led and collaborated on industry-aligned
professional development initiatives designed to
improve teacher confidence and retention in
agricultural education, while his research on
agricultural work-based learning identified a $1.6
billion economic impact. His expanding international
research agenda includes studies on agricultural
educator well-being and motivation in Uganda and
Liberia, as well as global perspective development
among U.S. agriculture teachers. Dr. Norris has
secured more than $1.4 million in external funding
as Pl or Co-PI from organizations including USDA-
NIFA, USDA-AFRI, NADPRP, and the Kellogg
Foundation. He has delivered more than 64
scholarly presentations, earned 13 research awards
at regional, national, and international levels, and
published 23 peer-reviewed journal articles across
leading academic outlets, with additional
manuscripts currently under review. His research
contributions continue to advance agricultural
education, educator development, and food system
resilience while increasing the national and
international visibility of his scholarship.
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