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University of Hawai'i & Auburn Universities Agricultural
Team: Advancing Sustainable Sweet Potato Production

The Organic Sweetpotato IPM and Soil Health Management Team is a
multidisciplinary collaboration between the University of Hawal'i at Manoa’s College
of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resilience and Auburn University’s College of
Agriculture. Since 2021, the team has worked alongside farmers, Extension
professionals, researchers, and community partners to advance sustainable
sweetpotato production through innovative integrated pest management and soil
health practices. Their work has resulted in the development of practical tools,
educational programs, on-farm research trials, and farmer-focused resources that
help small- and mid-sized producers reduce pest pressures, improve soil health,
and strengthen farm sustainability. Through research, Extension outreach, and
partnerships across Hawai‘i and Alabama, the team has reached hundreds of
farmers, secured more than $1 million in competitive funding, and created lasting
impacts that support resilient agricultural systems and the future of organic farming.
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