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Western Regional Voice

This document serves as a guide for brand positioning—who we are, what we do and why it
matters. It is a reference for use primarily when communicating about the Western Region’s
collective, integrated research and Extension enterprise. Messaging below could be, but does
not need to be, used verbatim. This is intended to be used in conjunction with national land
grant system messaging and in support of the Western Agenda.

This was originally developed for use to guide regional messaging while the Western Agenda
was being revived. It was created by synthesizing institution-level priorities and messaging with
national priorities. It will be updated when Western Agenda 2.0 is finalized.

Core message

A robust network of land-grant universities in the West is engaged in research, Extension and
educational efforts that help the region’s people, communities, and industries solve problems
and seize opportunities. Focusing efforts on innovative agricultural advancements, resilient
food systems, natural resource sustainability, and community health and vitality helps
cultivate a prosperous future for generations to come.

Advancing Innovative Agriculture Systems

= Examining precision agriculture techniques to optimize resource use and crop yields
while using regenerative practices to promote soil health and nutrient density.

= Promoting advancements in rangeland, livestock and integrated pest management to
safeguard landscape environments and control diseases, pests and weeds.

= Researching alternative and specialty crops and controlled-environment agriculture to
unlock the potential for diversified, local food systems and foster new economic
opportunities.

Supporhng Resilient Food Systems

Prioritizing equitable access to nutritional food for all communities and cultures.

= Helping implement efficient food processing practices that adhere to the highest health
and safety standards.

=  Empowering farmers and producers through enhanced productivity, improved animal
systems, and the ability to adapt to changing climates and technologies.

» Educating and training the next-generation workforce while promoting resilient food
systems and advancing food sovereignty.
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Promoting Natural Resource Sustainability

Developing innovative practices for conserving soil, water, and other critical natural
resources, along with expanding renewable energy sources.

Mitigating natural hazards like drought and wildfire, and helping individuals, communities
and businesses prepare for a changing climate.

Promoting sustainable management practices across the critical ecosystems and vast
environmental habitats in the West, encompassing farms, ranches, rangelands, forests,
aquatic and marine environments.

Fostering Community Health and Development

Promoting healthy dietary choices and nutritional literacy while encouraging physical
activity across all age groups.

Strengthening family development and fostering healthy relationships, while prioritizing
mental and behavioral health awareness and education, fostering emotional well-being
and reducing stigma.

Empowering future generations to thrive though 4-H positive youth development
programs, where young people learn by doing.

Fostering active community engagement, business development, and entrepreneurship
support by providing equitable economic development opportunities for individuals and
businesses across diverse urban, suburban, rural and frontier communities.



