
One Thing that Should be Done: Production Systems 
 
Teaching 
 

- Provide continuing education/training for Extension agents 
- Develop an introductory food systems class meeting core curriculum campus-wide 
- This group collaborate in preparation for upcoming Universities Fighting World Hunger (immediate 

action item) 
- Develop 3 national learning outcomes 
- Collaborate with Ag in the Classroom to modernize/update learning outcomes 

 
World Café comments: 
- Education on potential climate change impacts on food systems (we need future leaders knowledgeable 

on this topic) 
- In service opportunities for K-12 teachers, i.e., where does your food come from? 

 
Research 
 

- Production Systems means the entire system from growing through transport, marketing, consuming, 
etc., not just producing a crop 

- Research on storage & transport to maintain nutrition & flavor at low cost 
- Continue research on expanding urban production (e.g., roof tops) 
- Research how amateur? food products in urban setting can be expanded (e.g., backyard animal 

production, ???? management, healthfulness, food safety) 
- Develop information system to help producers take advantage of real-time opportunities in the market 
- Value chain assessment using trans-disciplinary approach 
- Research how investments in R & D affect food production over time 
- Research climate change impacts on food production 
- Are regulatory outcomes what we expected? (intended consequences met) 
- Research how to reduce food waste to the lowest in the world 
- Research alternative strategies and judicious use of production enhancing technology (e.g., antibiotics) 
- Development of new technologies for production enhancement 
- Research use of drone technology for production management 
- Research on food source tracking (food safety) through the entire system (e.g., for reducing risks of 

food-borne illness) 
- Research how food labeling can support nutrition & health or if we should do so 

 
Extension 
 

- Work with community partners on local/regional food systems, food availability 
- Focus on how consumers are diving the food system 
- Help producers understand consumer demands and consumer-driven production models 
- Teaching about production with and without inputs (sustainable) 
- Expand FCS programs on food prep, handling, etc. 
- County food alliances 
- Convene science community with user groups to identify and advance technology 
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