
One Thing That Should be Done: Energy 
 
Teaching 
 

- Provide training to Extension agents so they may perform energy audits 
- Establish inter-college degree or certificate programs on sustainable energy systems 
- Aggressive search for internship, work experience, & undergraduate research for all 

students 
- Incorporate bio-energy in agricultural educational events 
- Develop courses in life-cycle analyses of alternative energy systems (e.g., carbon 

footprint) 
 

Research 
 

- Identify impacts of land use restrictions limiting energy development 
- Develop funding for multidisciplinary teams to research energy development 
- Research if /how energy development can happen without loss of ecosystem services 
- Provide economic assessment of energy company plans for community decision making 

and for individual land owners 
- Research carbon capture technology 
- Research reclamation, especially reclamation bonding (e.g., environmental bonds to 

ensure reclamation—financial security for reclamation post-project) 
- Research national power grid improvement to effectively use green technology, e.g., 

ensure green power from the grid to rural communities 
- Research how rural communities can be producers, economically benefit from access to 

national grid 
- Research production & sustainability of alternative fuel crops 
- Provide funding for research on developing feed stocks for energy 
- Effects of energy subsidies to energy producers skewing market demand 

 
Extension 
 

- partner with local electric company 
- assessment of ag waste for potential energy production 
- create region-wide energy network (share info) 
- further develop/empower western energy group; convene National Extension Energy 

Summit 
- Engage whole university in helping communities deal with energy development (esp. 

engineering) 
- Help develop conflict management skills to help communities facilitate energy conflicts; 

help facilitate these conflicts 
- Create DOE Extension Service and/or fund existing systems. 
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